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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20305

(A5 =T5

19 May 1975

Senator Claiborne Pell

Urited States Senate

Committee on Foreign Relations
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Pell:

In your letter of 9 May 1975 vou refer to the article by
Sam Adams in the May issue of Harper's and ask for my comment
on the allegation that I " 'steadfastly ignored accurate intelligence!*
concerning enemy troop strength in the Vietnam War as part of an
effort to avoid the unwelcome consequences from the revelation of
correct but considerably higher figures for enemy forces."

You say you read the article with some dismay. I assure you
that my reactions to the fact that Harper's published it and to the -
apparent acceptance of the charges by some responsible people are
something considerably stronger than dismay. Therefore, I welcome
this opportunity to deny categorically the validity of this direct attack
on my personal integrity and the integrity of CIA as an institution.

I do not know how I alone can prove to you that the charge against me
is'without foundation except to assert that it is false. I assure you
that there is nothing in my whole professional career that I value
more than my personal integrity. '

In this connection you should be aware of an event which occurred
! r. Adams called a CIA
g

wn

tortly after the article was published. M
employee to solicit his reaction to ths article. During the conversation
ir. Adoms was asked why I was among the these individuals selected

or special attack at the bottom of zage 71 from which vou guoie. IHig

- Leg

)
o :
¢

o

I

Approved For Release 2004/1 2/22. : CIA-RDP80R01720R000400050013-5



Approved For Releése 2004/12/22 : CIA-RDP80R01720R000400050013-5

e
e

Bl

response was thal this box was inserted by the editors of farpar's.
Mr. Adamns acknowledged that Tvas not the primacy target of his

attack. He said that the editors of Harper's advised him to aim as
high as possible in the present CIA hierarchy in making his charge.

During the height of the controversy about the esiimate of
communist forces in South Vietnam discussed in Mr. Adams' article,
I was Assistant Deputy Director for Intelligence. Although the subject
of communist forces in South Vietnam was studied by analysts in the
Intelligence Directorate, it was not one of the subjecis I personally
followed. I did not participate in the preparation of the estimate; in
fact, the interagency estimate was produced by the Oifice of National.
Estimates which was separate from the Intelligence Directorate. '

I was, however, aware of the issues being debated and wasg
able to view the problem with some detachment. Essentially, the
problem was that the evidence available ag to the size of the elements
of communist forces was too fragmentary to prove any of the various

-estimates. This resulted in. official estimates expressed as wide

ranges to reflect the inherent uncertainties and the objective and
intuitive differences. Mr. Adams never really accepted the judgment
that the evidence was insufficient to make definitive estimates, He
would be satisfied with nothing but the official acceptance of his views.

As to the charge of cover-up, the record shows that this Agency,
ough not endorsing the full sween of Mr. Adams' estimates and
rceptions of communist forces in South Vietnam, did not withhold
m. In fact, the different assessments of enemy strength--including
hose of CIA which were higher than thase of other agencies and
eflected much of Mr. Adams' work--were presented 1o the most
senior levels of Government. Even by Mr. Adams' owa account, he
wavsual opportunities to present his views to his peers and the
e was also able to present
iews during a number of major attempts to resclve intevagency
ifferences on the strength of enermy forces.  These includnd conferen
3 f re Intelligence Communiiy and MACV and CINCPACQC in
Flonolulu, Saigon, and Washington. Althovsh A, Adums did uch to
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It was in this coantext that I rasds “he 'en-'L“L “x.“mouted to me

on page 68 of the article, This was one of the few conversalions I
had with Mr. Adams aad, as I remember it, I asked Bip, Adamsz
whether it had a ever occurred {o him that perhaps cveryone else

21

fmigh‘z not be wrong and that he might be the prcxble:r I then advised

him to look into himself, )
You state that your leiter was writ “in the interest of

assuring that in the future national securits is not Jeopardized

by the deliberate distortion of informetiion or intell ig *zce for

bureaucratic or political purposes s''. Ican zssure you that I know

ter

£ . = o e Flye foh% -“‘..,...,. - e
01 no case wnere the Agency's intellizence has been distorted for
these or similar xeclsoq:, dnd that =

at I ceriainly would nol be a parh Wa
to such action, '

b In closing, 1 2t me gl > of iy
nLme an . f
By d the position'I nao » prasaniadd
helow, Both were w rong in {a?."pez"s.
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Mr. E dward Procter

Chie

Research Dlrec:corate ,

Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D. C. 20505 _

Dear Mr. Procter:
I have read with interest and somne d1s,..ay the artlcle by Sam Adams

in the May issue of Harper's entitled " CIA Cover-up.” : «

In the article, it'is alleged that vou "steadfastly ignored accurate
intelligenca" concerning enemy troop strangth in the Vietnam War as
part of an effort to avoid the uawelcome conseguences from the revelation
of correct but considerably highsr figures for enemy.forces. I would
appraciate recelving your comment on this allegation.

I do not make this request to you in the spirit of muckraking or
recrimination, but in the interest of assuring that in the future national
security is not jeopardized by the delibsrate distortion of in-omatlon or

tmelllg@nc,e for bureaucravo or political purposes.

I am sanding a copy of this latter 1o the Director of the Cenitral
Intelligence Agoncy and suggest that vou ..._gm do likewise writh a copy
of your reply to me.
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CWith thanks for vour cooperation

OrnG J..-):’J}.i.
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